@ongress of the Hnited States
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December 6, 2012
Dear Speaker Boehner:

We are writing to inform you that we will oppose including Social Security cuts for future or
current beneficiaries in any deficit reduction package.

Under long-standing federal law, Social Security is not part of the federal budget and cannot
contribute to the federal deficit. This reflects Social Security’s structure as an independent, self-
financed insurance program, in which worker contributions, not general taxes, finance benefits.
In our view, it is essential that Social Security’s status as a separate entity be fully maintained.

Contrary to some claims, Social Security is not the cause of our nation’s deficit problem. Not
only does the program operate independently, but it is prohibited from borrowing. Social
Security must pay all benefits from its own trust fund. If there are insufficient funds to pay out
full benefits, benefits are automatically reduced to the level supported by the program’s own
revenues. Social Security cannot drive up the deficit by tapping general revenues to pay
benefits. Additionally, it is important to note that over its lifetime, Social Security has collected
and earned $15.5 trillion and only paid out $12.9 trillion in benefits.

Even though Social Security operates in a fiscally responsible manner, some still advocate deep
benefit cuts and seem convinced that Social Security hands out lavish welfare checks. But Social
Security 15 not welfare. Seniors earned their benefits by working hard and paying into the
system. Meanwhile, the average monthly Social Security benefit for seniors is only about
$1,200, quite low by international standards.

For all these reasons, we believe it would be a serious mistake to cut Social Security benefits for
current or future beneficiaries as part of a deficit reduction package. To be sure, Social Security
has its own long-term challenges that will need to be addressed in the decades ahead. But the
budget and Social Security are separate and should be considered separately.

Thank you for your consideration of our views.
Sincerely,
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Member of Cungrf:ss

Joe Cc-urmey I Raul M. Grijalva .

Member of Congress Member of Congress

John Conyers, Jr. p
Member of Congres

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



Oppose Social Security Cuts-Page 2

“,

Gary [/ Ackerman
MemHer of Congress

% 2 L,
oe Baca

Member of Congress

Shelley Berk
Member of

9D b

Sanford|D. Bishop, Jr. N \)
Member of Congress

Blumsss

arl Blumenauer
Member of Congress

Robert A. Brady '

Member of Congress

L iy | S

Corrine Brown
Member of Congress

Lois Capps
Member of Congress

f"'

André Cakson
Member of Congress

Kd 1h, (QSFD{’

Kathy Castor{__
Member of Congress

Na (i

Judy Chu

Membd o{@gress

“A’;‘ﬁ ?2, i:. .ﬁ.

David N. Cicilline
Member of Congress

AMalan [ ééf A éf_ -
{ansen Clarke
Member of Congress

Evette D. Clarke

Member of Congress

Willimﬁiécy&y %

\:m

manuel Cleaver _
ember of Congress

Leve r2he.

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress




Oppose Social Security Cuts-Page 3

(s, Lty

d’;u:flt fﬂzﬂﬁl lo

Member of Congress

Ms(—

Mark S. Critz
Member of Congress

;éavid Alan Cursm; :

Member of Congress

i il
Danny

Me
A

Peter A. DeFaz

Rosa L. DeLauro
Mephber of Copgress

Theodore E. Deutch
Member of Congress

&mﬂzgfg werda/

Efii F. H. Faleomava '
Member of Congre \

Donna F. Edwards
Member of Congress

Lt

Member of Congre

Fa
h_-ﬂf Mﬂf‘d_r-ﬁ{l_ o
=

S:’LK/
Barney Fiz '
Member of Congress

Marcia L. Fudge —{ o
Member of Congress

folr/ v

ﬁ-hn Garamendi

Member of (izei

Gene Green

Member, o f?’zs

Luis V. Gutierrez
Member of Congress

Collee
Member of Congress



Oppose Social Security Cuts-Page 4

M/MW

Alcee L. Hastings hes R. Langevin

Member of Congress ber of Congress
aurice D. Hinchey %{: /

Member of Congress mber of Cnngrcss

Rubén Hinojosa” Bgrbara Lee ;"‘
Member of Con M Member of Congress

Rush I-[cult
Member of Congress
ﬁ:ﬂhael M. Honda wd Loebsack
Member of Congress
ofgren /

cmbm‘" f Congress

/%;/%

mber of Congress

Member of Congress

“Dennis J. Kucinici{

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Marcy Kaptyr |3 Ejfa . Lynch [/4
1




Oppose Social Security Cuts-Page 5

Cluo il

Edward J. Marke
Member of Congress

!;nris 0. Matsui )

Member of Congress

Mernb of Congress

() TIRA

cDm‘mutt
ber of CJongress

Qﬂh .

P. McGovern
M ber of Congress

ichael H. ichau:i
Member of Congress

er of Congress

. W,

Gwen Moore =
Member of Congress

%« WWeoyor—
J P. Moran

M r of Congress

ChrisiopHer S. Murphy
Member of Congress

Dyt 272 b,

rrold Nadler
Member of Congress

Napor'tanu
er of Congress

J . Olver —

Member of Congress
William L. Owens
Member of Congress

<D /7%

Ed Pastor
Member of Cnngrcss

Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Nick J. Rahall, I
Member of Congress




Oppose Social Security Cuts-Page 6

Charles B. Rangel ce D. Schakowsky

Member of Crangresa ber of Congress
Laura RlChEl‘dSrDI] Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress Member of Congres
‘%ﬁund Robert C. S€ott V
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Ryan Louise MclIntosh Siaughtcf
Member of Cungrcss Member of Congress

W }J_Sp.__
Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan ackid Speier
Member of Congress ber of Congress
Linda T. Sinchez ortney Pete Star
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

etta Sanchez
Member of Congress




Oppose Social Security Cuts-Page 7

ike Thompson
Member of Con

-
/" a
“dolphus Towns
Memper of Congress

&, Wil
Cj ongress

Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Lyn&. Woolsey

Member of Congress




